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An introduction to the botanical richness of one of southern California’s major waterways

The Santa Ana River is the largest watercourse in the heavily populated coastal plain of southern California. Despite the encroachment of urban development, the river and its environs are home to nearly 1,400 plant species.

Now in his late eighties, Oscar F. Clarke exudes charm, intelligence, playfulness, and vitality. The constant stream of visitors to the house he shares with his wife, Marsia, a video artist, is treated to a tour of a spectacular, eclectic variety of backyard plants and a bag of avocados from his trees. Nothing escapes his attention: the smallest bug crawling on the smallest plant will be summoned for its fifteen minutes of fame with an engaging, appreciative, knowledgeable, and wonder-soaked lecture from Oscar. 

A classic book which will stand the test of time-Enjoy!

